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The First Lady and I are not what 
one would describe as true Snow 
Birds, but, since we’ve retired, we 
do manage to get out of North 
Dodge for a bit of what we consid-
er to be the worst part of the winter. 
By “worst” we don’t really mean 
the cold, but the short days; it’s the 
shortness of daylight hours that 
bugs us. Our solution and annual 
choice of escape hatch has been 
Cayman Islands; far enough South 
that 30 degree, sunny days fol-
lowed by 25 degree warm nights 
are the norm and the sun shines at 
least eleven hours daily, even in 
January.  
 

While we have been out to sister 
island Cayman Brac – a forty mi-
nute sightseer of a flight by Twin 
Otter and a slight time travel back 
to what the Caribbean must have 
been like some years ago  - we re-
ally just park on Seven Mile beach, 
Grand Cayman, at the same condo, 
every year.  We are very predicta-
ble: coffee on the patio, morning 
constitutional along the beach fol-
lowed by a swim, sometimes with 
snorkelling gear attached to head 
and feet. Then the traveller’s di-

lemma: How to spend the rest of 
the day? What are we going to eat? 
Eat in, which usually means a trip 
to the grocery store or go to one of 
the seemingly endless good restau-
rants on the island? Pack a picnic 
and head to one of the great shore-
line public picnic areas on the other 
side of the island? We usually end 
up having lunch out in a restaurant, 
beach bar, or picnic area, dinner 
home, and then watch the sun 
plunge into the sea, glass of wine in 
hand. Incidentally, Cayman driving 
is on the British, left, side of the 
road, but having lived in Australia 
and travelled many times to the UK 
as well as Cayman, I have long 
been able to switch back and forth 
like Gordie Howe and his ability to 
shoot both ways. That would be the 
only way I could compare myself 
to Mr Hockey! 
 

So, how does one keep from be-
coming jaded, going year after year 
to the same island, twenty-two 
miles long by four miles wide, pop-
ulation 53,000 souls?  Well, one 
thing we do is to invite friends or 
family to visit for one of the weeks 
we are in residence. We tend to in-
vite friends who live far away from 
us, people we don’t see nearly as 
much as we’d like. We’ve had 
friends visit from Wales, Australia 
and, this year, California. We’ve 
also had our daughter and son-in-
law fly down from Thunder Bay. 
And now that our grand daughter, 
Charlotte, is walking and talking, 
the plan is to get her and our son 
and daughter-in-law down from 
Terrace BC. There’s plenty to do on 
the island, but you can look that up. 

Another thing I consistently do 
wherever I travel is read the local 
newspaper, even if it’s in a lan-
guage other than French or English. 
As long as it’s in the Roman alpha-
bet one can at least get a sense of 
what it’s about. After all, most 
newspapers are written at a rela-
tively simple – but not simplistic – 
level. Reading the local newspaper 
really engages you with where you 
are; localises you, if you will. 
 

Every weekday on Cayman, fol-
lowing the old routine of my late 
uncle, who actually surveyed and 
laid out a major portion of Grand 
Cayman’s modern highway system, 
I plunk down fifty cents Cayman to 
buy the Cayman Compass. Friday’s 
is the Weekend edition (seventy-
five cents CI), no paper Saturday or 
Sunday. And, yes, I go through the 
weekly flyers, as there are three 
grocery chains on Grand Cayman 
and we have to eat.  
 

The Compass is a well-written and 
edited local paper but, in a real 
sense, it is actually a national paper 
for the Cayman Islands.  Reading 
the Compass gives me a real feel 
for the Country: I have learned 
quite a bit about Island political, 
environmental and cultural issues. 
For example, the Governor, pres-
ently Her Excellency Helen Kilpat-
rick, has a role similar to our Gov-
ernor General, but seemingly with 
a lot more power and influence 

                                 continued …. page 2  
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It is with deep sadness that we acknowledge  

the passing of the following District 43 members : 

      Joseph R. Dokovac           Fred J. Bell           Barbara  A. Peterson 
 

 

 

 Therese Poulin            Stella Moseley-Williams                Lillian A Roy                 
 

            

We are grateful for their friendship, their service, 

and  their  memory.  Our sincere condolences are   

extended to  their families and friends.  

over the Caymanian government. 
While I have not knowingly seen 
Her Excellency, except in her 
chauffeured car, her residence, 
Government House is just a two-
minute walk up the beach from us. 
I used to see the previous Governor 
walking his dog in the early morn-
ing. The best snorkelling is right in 
front of the Governor’s house and 
it’s a public beach to boot. 
 

Lately, there has been tension be-
tween the Auditor General and the 
Legislative Assembly (does this 
sound familiar?). The AG feels 
(and here I am quoting The com-
pass directly) that “his office is not 
sufficiently protected against some 
in powerful positions who might 
wish to silence it, or reduce its ef-
fectiveness”. I offer this bit to 
demonstrate just one example of 
how Cayman Islands is sort of 
“Canada in microcosm”. There are 
many other similarities, both politi-
cal and cultural. 
 

While the crime rate is low in Cay-
man, as it is in Canada, the Com-
pass is full value on reporting both 
the crimes and the trials that almost 
inevitably result (it’s hard to get 

away with things on an island, but 
there is a culture of silence among 
some of the citizens). There was a 
bold daylight armed robbery of a 
George Town jewellery emporium 
(the type of big shop located where 
cruise ships dock) last New Year’s 
Day. Incredibly, the Police Com-
missioner, David Baines, happened 
to be driving by while off duty and 
saw what was happening. He used 
his car to pin and capture three of 
the four bandits. They all received 
lengthy sentences – lengthier be-
cause they refused to name the 
fourth man, who escaped. For now, 
that is, because they have him on 
video cam. 
 

One serious environmental issue is 
the proliferation of lionfish, an in-
vasive species that can do great 
harm to reefs and native fish spe-
cies. The Cayman solution is to 
train and licence divers to spear the 
lionfish and deliver them to local 
restaurants (they are delicious but it 
takes skill and care to deal with the 
venomous spines).  
 

Waste management has become a 
huge issue in Grand Cayman. I 
don’t think I’m exaggerating much 
by suggesting that the summit of 
the George Town landfill is the 

highest point on the island. There 
was supposed to be a new, modern, 
landfill built near the centre of the 
island but, at least for now, the peo-
ple who live near the proposed site 
have used their political clout to 
halt construction. Recycling is just 
beginning – baby steps really – but 
I sense a growing desire among 
Caymanians to modernize waste 
management; land is hardly limit-
less on a small island. I’ll be 
watching with interest. As in any 
democratic society, it will require 
much debate and compromise. 
 

I probably shouldn’t admit it, but 
we have, besides the Internet, an 
important link to home while we 
are in Cayman: we get CBC televi-
sion in HD. I do watch The Nation-
al some nights, but mainly Anne & 
I don’t have to miss Coronation 
Street. Some things really are the 
same.  
 

Now I have to brush up on my 
Dutch because we are going back 
to house sit for our friends in Bus-
sum, The Netherlands, again this 
spring. I do know that “korting” in 
Dutch means “discount” in English 
and “rabais” in French, so I’ll be 
fine.  
 

President’s message 
 (continued from page 1)  
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Here is some recent news from 
Yolanda Bronstein,  the  Director of 
Advancement and Fundraising of 
the RTO/ERO Foundation: 
 

It is an invigorating time for the 
Foundation as we enter the next phase 
of fundraising and granting. 
 

The Chair campaign is complete, and 
we have only just begun to realize the 
tremendous impact that the RTO-ERO 
Foundation and its supporters can 
have on the overarching goal of im-
proving the quality of life of seniors. 
 

So what is next for the Foundation? 
 

That is the question we have been 
asked frequently ever since members 
and donors came together to achieve 
the goal of establishing a Chair in Ger-
iatrics. 
 

With the intention of obtaining feed-
back on the other goals of the 
Foundation a survey (in French and 
English) was broadly distributed at 
random to over 2,900 donors and 
members in early October - 3/4 via 
email and 1/4 via mail. The results 
are in - and here are some highlights: 
 
 

 Overall 59% response rate - this 
compares to average 34% re-
sponse rate from other RTO-
ERO surveys 

 

 Overall 88% support for the 
Foundation's goal of supporting 
geriatrics and/or gerontology 
research and training at post-
secondary institutions 
 

 Distinct support for geriatric 
programs and services at local 
hospitals and for Ontario-based 
seniors organizations 

 

We are reviewing all the results, in-
cluding almost 200 separate com-
ments, and will be incorporating 
them into our new fundraising and 
granting priorities of the Founda-
tion. 
 

For now, we are proceeding with 
this high priority - high impact 
goal:   
 

Geriatrics/Gerontology Re-
search & Training at Post-
Secondary Institutions - grants 
throughout Ontario and possi-
bly beyond. 

 

With  our new mandate, and your 
support, together we will have a tre-
mendous impact on the quality of 
life. 
 

you can make a donation  
in one of four ways:  

 

Online: (one-time or monthly) 
https://www.rto-ero.org/ways-give-0 
 

Mail/Fax:  Download the donation 
form from the website listed above 
and mail/fax to: 
 

Yolanda Bronstein 
Director of Advancement & 
Fundraising  
RTO/ERO Foundation  
300-18 Spadina Rd 
Toronto ON M5R 2S7 
 

E-mail:  ybronstein@rto-ero.org  
  

Phone: Call Yolanda at 416-962-
9463 x 245 / 1-800-361-9888 x 245 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The District 43 Book Club met 
again on  Friday, January 30 at Av-
erage Joe’s to discuss the book, All 
the Light We Cannot See, by An-
thony Doerr. Great discussions 
about war, and its effects, the hu-
man condition,  and a club member 
sharing her photos of a visit to 
Saint Malo, France. This was fol-
lowed by enthusiastic reviews from 
everyone  about the book.  
 

Please feel free to join us on  
Friday,  February 27 at 11:30 am  
for lunch at Average Joes to discuss 
the book Us Conductors, by Giller 

Prize winner, Sean Michaels.  What 
is the book about? Here is a sneak 
preview! 
 

Locked in a cabin aboard a ship 
bearing him back to Russia and 
away from the love of his life, 
Lev Sergeyvich Termen begins 
to type his story: a tale of elec-
tricity, romance and the inven-
tion of the world’s strangest in-
strument, the Theremin.  

 

If you are interested in joining us 
please let Stephanie Roy know at 
rtomembers43@gmail.com and 
we’ll reserve a seat for you!. 

Book Club Report 
submitted by Stephanie Roy,  District 43 Book Club member 

RTO/ERO Charitable Foundation News 
Submitted by Joyce Boston,  District 43 Past President 

https://www.rto-ero.org/ways-give-0
mailto:ybronstein@rto-ero.org
mailto:rtomembers43@gmail.com


     PAGE  4                                                                                     FEBNRUARY  2015                                                                  VOLUME 14  ISSUE 1 

 

The new 2015/16 Executive slate was 
ratified at our Annual General Meet-
ing in December. The full list (with 
contact information) can be found on 
page 9, and on the District website. 
The seven new members were each 
asked to submit a few words of intro-
duction:  
 

Gail Geddes-Bell (1st Vice President) 
 

As I experience the fifth year of retire-
ment after thirty-three years in the 
teaching profession, I am truly hon-
oured to serve as the First-Vice Presi-
dent of District 47 RTO. My teaching 
career embodied much joy and now I 
am enjoying the exciting aspects of 
retirement such as travel, sailing, fit-
ness and volunteerism. While most of 

my career was spent in the Catholic 
School System, I did teach for nine 
years, in my early career, within the 
Public School System. As a Federa-
tion activist and advocate, both in 
FWTAO and later OECTA, I have 
always been a strong believer in Pro-
fessionalism and Social Justice. It was 
a privilege for me to serve as Presi-
dent of the Local Unit of the Ontario 
English Catholic Teachers Associa-
tion for the last four years of my ca-
reer prior to my retirement. As a full-
time release OECTA President, I had 
many opportunities to serve on Pro-
vincial Committees and devoted much 
of my time to Teacher Education and 
Member Advocacy.  Teachers have 
always been leaders in society and I 

believe that as retired teachers we 
have wisdom and experience to offer 
each other and our community.  I look 
forward to being your First Vice-
President and to meeting each one of 
you and sharing ideas.  
  

Dianne Labbe (2nd Vice President) 
 

I began teaching at  New Liskeard 
Secondary, then on to Cobalt Hai-
leybury High School, had brief ap-
pearances at Widdifield Secondary 
and Algonquin Secondary, before set-
tling down for the final 25 years of 31 
at Franco-Cité....I have been an Eng-
lish teacher (Shakespeare being my 
favorite part of my love affair with 
teaching English), a Department 
Head, a coach of volleyball, gymnas-

New District 43 Executive  - 2015/2016 

Seven new members of the  District 43 Executive for 2015/16 attended their first  meeting on Jan. 28th.  
seated (l-r): Gail Geddes-Bell, Sharon Walker. standing (l-r) Karin Mantha, Susan Priebe, Dorothy 
Lemieux, Joan Hambley,  Dianne Labbe 

First, a very sincere “Thank You!!” 
to the following Executive members 
who finished their terms in December:  
 

Martha Kennedy (1st Vice Presi-
dent), Joanne Bernier (2nd Vice 

President), Maureen Waugh 
(Secretary), Hugh Stickle (Health In-
surance and Services), Clifford 
Riopelle (Pension and Retirement 
Concerns), Jan Poudrier (Political 
Advocacy), and Helen Schiavo 

(Member at Large). Their contribu-
tions and leadership were greatly ap-
preciated - and they depart with the 
best wishes from all District 43 mem-
bers for a continued happy and re-
warding retirement. 
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Barbara Anne Peterson (1946-2015) 
 

It is with great sadness that we report the sudden passing of District 43 member 
Barb Peterson on January 29, 2015. As a long-serving member of the District 
Executive, Barb was the Coordinator and driving force behind the Telephone 
Team until she stepped down in December, 2012. She was also the main organ-
izer of our luncheons, a task that she did very well - always with a cheerful 
smile and a desire to do her best for the District.   

 

We offer condolences to Barb’s family - and especially to her husband Rick.  
Barb was a dedicated teacher at Tweedsmuir Public School and had the  oppor-
tunity to influence many young lives during her career.  In retirement, her ser-
vice to District 43 was sincerely valued—and will serve as an inspiration for 
those who follow. She will be greatly missed.   

tics, basketball, soccer, curling...I have 
2 + 2 children, and will speak glow-
ingly and endlessly about them with 
very little prompting. I eagerly await 
my husband's retirement (still several 
years away...much to his chagrin) 
when we will indulge more thoroughly 
in the joys of the outdoors: camping 
and canoeing.  Meantime, I read fic-
tion, write poetry, work on learning 
Latin (vale!), toodle on the clarinet 
and piano, Curl two times a week and 
try to stay fit . Oh, and Criminal 
Minds ...oh...and food...did I mention 
food? 
 
 

Sharon Walker (Political Advocacy) 
 

I was born and raised in Galt, Ontario 
which is now Cambridge.  Attending 
the University of Waterloo, I received 
my BA in Psychology.  The University 
of Western Ontario was where I ob-
tained my Bachelor of Education de-
gree.  My teaching career included 
school boards in Brantford, Sudbury, 
East Parry Sound and I finished my 
career in the Near North District 
School Board.  I have my Specialist in 
Special Education and it is in that area 
that I spent most of my teaching ca-
reer. I am married with 2 children and 
have lived in North Bay since 1984.  
Since I have retired in 2006, I have 
served on the NNDSB Special Educa-
tion Advisory Committee, currently as 
the chair.  I am also involved in 
CFUW North Bay and sit on the Inde-
pendent Planning and Facilitation 
Steering Committee for Muskoka, Par-
ry Sound and Nipissing.  Life is Good! 
 
 

Karin Mantha (Member at Large) 
 

A bit of info! I grew up and went to 
school here in North Bay and taught in 
the elementary panel for the Nipissing 
and Near North Boards. 
 

Retirement is my second, best ever, 
job topped only by being "gran" 
I have a slew of hobbies which I now 
have time to pursue, or not if some-
thing more interesting catches my in-
terest. 
 

I too have become adept at using the 
phrase, "I don't know how I ever had 
time to work." 
 

I am pleased to sit on the current RTO 
executive and look forward to "doing 
my bit". 
 
 

Susan Priebe (Health Benefits) 
 

I retired in 2013, after working for the 
Nipissing /Near North Board of Edu-
cation for 33 years. I spent the first ten 
years of my career working at Silver 
Birches Senior School.  After that, I 
spent time at Dr. Carruthers, Lauren-
tian, and King George School, as well 
as spending five years at the Board 
Office working on Literacy initiatives.  
I LOVE being retired!  I can now 
spend time with my children who are 
scattered in different directions.  I have 
lots of time for reading, for the gym, 
for cross-country skiing and several 
other outdoor pursuits that I can do 
during daylight hours!  Long live the 
Teacher’s Pension Plan! 
 

Dorothy Lemieux (Health Benefits) 
 

Hello my name is Dorothy Lemieux 
and I am your new Health Benefit rep-

resentative.  I am looking forward to 
serving you in the future.  My teaching 
career was at Diamond Jubilee Public 
School in Kapuskasing,  primarily in 
the intermediate division.  After a stint 
as president of the local FWTAO  I 
became the principal.  After retiring I 
moved south to be closer to my two 
children one in Sudbury and one in 
Pembroke.  My activities include Liv-
ing Fit, yoga, and volunteering at the 
Salvation Army Thrift Store and the 
Canadian Anti Fraud Center. I try to 
spend as much time as possible with 
my grandson in Pembroke and enjoy 
reading, movies and the cottage. 
 

Joan Hambley (Secretary) 
 

I spent most of my teaching career at 
West Ferris Secondary School.  I 
taught English, was Languages De-
partment Head and was also a Guid-
ance counselor.  Over the years I was 
involved with OSSTF and various 
ministry curriculum initiatives such as 
Exemplars, rubrics, and achievement 
charts, which at the time were new 
words and new mind sets - all of which 
were challenging. 
 

I ended my career as a Vice Principal 
at West Ferris, FJ McElligott,  and 
Chippewa Secondary Schools.  
In retirement, my love of reading and 
writing has led me to writing a column 
for Community Voices, and a travel 
web page for Ontera.  I’ve  spent some 
time as exam proctor at Nipissing Uni-
versity and as an occasional adminis-
trator for the Near North Board.  I 
have also become involved with the 
PROBUS club, IODE, and duplicate 
bridge.  Retired but not resigned!  
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A big thank-you to Janet Poudrier 
for serving as the Political Advoca-
cy Committee Chair for District 43 
for so many years.  I will try to fol-
low in her footsteps. 
 

The one main current political issue 
which seems to consume the media 
is the federal election.  First is 
when it will it occur?  Some specu-
late that the government will call it 
early due to the deteriorating econ-
omy and potentially negative court 
cases that are due to begin in April.  
Others insist that it will happen on 
the fixed election date in October. 
Given the history and practice of 
the current government in the last 
two elections, the fixed election 
date in October cannot be counted 
on. 
 

Of importance for this coming elec-
tion, was the passing of the Fair 
Elections Act last year.  This Act 
changes how Canadians can verify 
their eligibility to vote and accord-
ing to various experts will poten-
tially have the effect of reducing 
the number of Canadian citizens 
who will/can vote.  
 

Therefore, if the election is called 

before my next report, here is some 
information you need to be aware 
of so that you will not get to the 
polls and find out you cannot vote. 
First of all, in past elections, you 
used the voter identification card 
that came in the mail not only to 
tell you where to vote but an identi-
fier of residence that allowed you 
to vote.  This was changed in the 
Fair Elections Act so that it cannot 
be used as proof of residence. It 
was suggested that there was mas-
sive fraud with these cards although 
no actual cases were ever identified 
or prosecuted. 
 

So what do you use to identify 
yourself as able to vote?  If you 
have a driver’s licence with your 
current address that is all you will 
need. If you don’t drive (and many 
seniors will fall into this category) 
and if you don’t have a current ad-
dress on your driver’s license (this 
affects university and college stu-
dents), then you need to be aware 
that you not only will need a photo 
ID card but also a piece of identifi-
cation that has your current address 
on it.  However, the ID with the 
current address must be an original 

document, not computer generated, 
so individuals who do most of their 
financial transactions online must 
find a document that fulfills the 
original requirement.  This again 
affects students. There are 39 piec-
es of ID that are accepted as proof 
of residency. 
 

For a more in depth discussion of 
how the Fair Elections Act oper-
ates, bring your questions to the 
Lunch and Learn on “The Election 
Process” on Wednesday, April 
15th , 2015 at 12:00 noon at Holy 
Name Church, North Bay Bring 
your lunch, drinks and desserts will 
be provided.  It is sponsored by the 
Canadian Federation University of 
Women’s Club North Bay Chapter. 
Jim Mallory, the chief electoral of-
ficer for the district will be part of a 
panel that will discuss the changes 
that the Fair Elections Act brings. 
 

One last tidbit from the Fair Elec-
tions Act, our voter information as 
to whether or not we voted (not 
how) will now be provided to all 
political parties so they will have 
lists of who exercised their right to 
vote to build their data bases of 
supporters. 

Winter 2015 Political Advocacy Report 
submitted by Sharon Walker, District 43 Political Advocacy Committee Chair 

   Daily Physical Activity  
 
 

Walking as little as three kilometres a day is a script for offsetting Alzheimer’s 
disease.  Who knew that’s all that’s needed? The Cardiff study cited in Mac-
lean’s Magazine Feb. 2, 2014, identifies five healthy behaviours as being inte-
gral to having the best chance of leading a disease-free lifestyle:  
 
 
 
 
Following this advice reduces the risk of dementia by a staggering 60 percent. 
Cheap medicine.  At a regular pace, it takes about 45 minutes to walk  

3 kilometres.  We’re retired.  We’ve got the time.  Let’s get walking! 
 

Thanks to  Anne Delaney for sharing this important information 

 taking regular exercise 
  Not smoking 
 a healthy bodyweight 

 a healthy diet   
 a low alcohol intake. 
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If you indicate  (by phone or e-
mail) that you will be attending a 
District 43 luncheon, a meal is or-
dered for you. If you do not show 
up, then we are obligated to pay 
the full cost of that meal.  
 

If you are planning to attend a dis-
trict luncheon meeting, please 
mark the date of the event on your 
calendar and  honour your commit-
ment.  
 

If you have indicated that you  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
were attending - but for some rea-
son can not, please call  Stephanie  
Roy at 705 495-0891, or e-mail her 
at rtomembers43@gmail.com  

 at least 24 hours prior to the 
luncheon if you need to cancel 
your reserved luncheon spot.  
 

If an emergency on the morning of 
the luncheon meeting leaves you 
unable to attend, phone the Best 
Western  prior to 11 a.m. (705-
472-0800)  and leave a cancella-
tion message for  Stephanie.  Ask 
that your message be forwarded to 
her in the luncheon meeting room.  
 

Your co-operation is appreciated! 

AN  
IMPORTANT  

REMINDER TO 
ALL MEMBERS 
ABOUT OUR  
LUNCHEONS 

 

RTO /ERO DISTRICT 43 (NIPISSING) 

Meeting & Luncheon 

Tuesday, February24
th
, 2015 

 

 BEST  WESTERN HOTEL,  700 LAKESHORE DRIVE,  NORTH  BAY,   
      

11:00 A.M. - REGISTRATION    11:30 A.M. - BUSINESS  MEETING      12 NOON - LUNCH (BUFFET) 
  

Buffet  Selections:  assorted rolls and breads   garden vegetable platter with onion dip 

assortment of pickles and olives   four of Chef’s popular salads 

herb and garlic roasted chicken    beef stroganoff 

medley of freshly-steamed vegetables   oven-roasted potatoes 

… and for dessert:  pastries and butter tarts   fresh fruit   tea & coffee 
 

  

COST  -  $20 (MEMBERS)  ~  $25  (NON-MEMBERS) 
 

After Lunch Speaker   
Dennis Chippa,   

Coordinator of the Warming Centre  
located at St. John’s Anglican Church  

 

Free Draw: 
Emergency Roadside Kit (courtesy of Johnson Inc.) 

$30 gift certificate for Farina’s Restaurant (courtesy of Best Western) 
 

If the Contact Team has not reached you via phone or e-mail by Friday, February 20th,  please phone  

Stephanie Roy (705 495-0891 or rtomembers43@gmail.com ) to reserve your meal.  
  

NEXT LUNCHEON MEETING:  TUESDAY, MAY 5TH, 2014 

  
 

  

District 43 Membership Report 
submitted by Chris Cassidy, District 43 Membership Convenor 

Membership continues to fluctuate. 
As of December 31, 2014, mem-
bership  District 43 was as follows:  

 

Full Members:  539 
 

Associate Members:   82 
 

TOTAL Membership:  621 

If you are aware of any retirees 
who qualify to become members of 
RTO and have not joined, please 
encourage them to do so.   
 

You may also have them call me  
at 705-472-8547 for membership  
information. 
 

Thank you for any assistance that 

you can provide.  Membership in-
formation can also be found by vis-
iting: 
 https://www.rto-ero.org/join-us 

 

mailto:mlouko@hotmail.com
mailto:rtomembers43@gmail.com
https://www.rto-ero.org/join-us
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   PROVINCIAL RTO/ERO  
 PROJECT - SERVICE TO  OTHERS 

 

Project - Service to Others is a Provincial RTO/ERO pro-
gram which provides grants of up to $4,000 to Districts for 
initiatives which support the concept of "Service to Oth-
ers". The intent is to raise the profile of retired teachers by 
visibly demonstrating to active teachers and to the public-
at-large that retired teachers care about their communities 
and about public education. 
 
  

WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF  
PROJECT - SERVICE TO OTHERS? 

 

 To provide financial assistance to education-related and 
other community projects. 

 To facilitate member participation in education and 
community assistance projects. 

 To help serve the educational and other needs of the 
disadvantaged in the community. 

 To promote District/Unit participation in local, provin-
cial and overseas educational/community projects. 

 To raise the profile of retired teachers and of RTO/ERO. 
 To demonstrate to the general public that retired teach-

ers continue to serve after retirement. 

 

HOW DOES THE  APPLICATION PROCESS WORK?  
 

Project – Service to Others Applications are first submitted 
to local RTO/ERO Districts for consideration – not to the 
Provincial Office. The deadline for District 43 is May 31, 
2015. 
 

The District 43 Project STO Committee, along with the 
District Executive ,will meet in early June, 2015 to review 
all requests submitted  and select one for approval - to be 
forwarded by the District.  
 
 

The RTO/ERO district member who sponsored the chosen 
project then prepares and submits only one final applica-
tion to the Provincial Office of RTO/ERO by June 22, 
2015  (4:30 p.m., Eastern Daylight Time) for consideration 
by the Provincial Project – Service 
to Others Committee when it meets 
in September.  
 
 

More information can be ob-
tained from Dianne Labbe, or on 
the Provincial website  
www.rto-ero.org  and click on 
the Programs and Services tab. 
 

 Project - Service to Others (STO) 
 submitted by Dianne Labbe,  2nd V.P. and Chair of the District 43 ‘Project: Service to Others’ Committee 

As outlined above, the Provincial RTO/ERO provides 
monetary assistance for initiatives that support the concept 
of “Service to Others”.   
  

In January, 2009, the District 43 Executive announced that 
a similar “Service to Others” (STO) funding framework is 
now established at the local District level. Any District 43 
member may submit a request for funds. 
 

  1. Applications 
Applications will be received by the District 43 STO 
Committee two times per year. Application deadlines 
will be April 1st and October 1st of each calendar 
year. The District STO Committee will bring their rec-
ommendations to District Executive meetings and recip-
ient(s) determined.    
  

2. Maximum Amount of Donation 
The total  amount in any one year will be $1,000 

3: Selection Criteria 
 

The following will be the criteria used by the District 43 
STO Committee and the District Executive in determin-
ing who might receive funds: 

  
 The funds will aid children and/or students 

 

 The funds will result in some benefit to the wider 
community within  which the recipient resides 
 

 The funds will aid as many people as possible 
 

 The request must be for an amount $1,000 or less 
 

 The request must be submitted or co-signed by a 
District 43 member 

 
For more information, contact Dianne Labbe, or  visit the 
District 43 website  
 

http://district43.rto-ero.org/project-service-others 
 
 

where an application form may be downloaded. 

There are two “Project: Service to Others”  programs - one is run by the Provincial RTO/ERO office, and the other is 
run locally by District 43. Outlined below is some basic information about each program, with website references. If 
you have any questions, or wish more information, please contact me  (see contact info on page 9) 

http://www.rto-ero.org
http://district43.rto-ero.org/project-service-others
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 District 43 (Nipissing) website - http://district43.rto-ero.org 

 

District  43  Executive - 2015/16  
 

President -  Paul Brazeau  

705 495 1418  - paulbrazeau@sympatico.ca 
   

1st VP –  Gail Geddes-Bell  

705 476 3794 ..  canterburybell@sympatico.ca  
  

2nd VP– Dianne Labbe 

705 753 2733 ..  djlab@hotmail.com 
    

Secretary -  Joan Hambley 

  705 478 8751.. joanhambley2008@hotmail.com 
 

 Treasurer  -  Anne Delaney 

   705 495 1418  - paulbrazeau@sympatico.ca 
 

Past President –  Joyce Boston  

705 498 6843 ..  jboston1@sympatico.ca    
 

Goodwill  -  May Seguin 

705 752 4937 vmseguin@sympatico.ca 
   

Health  -  Dorothy Lemieux 

  705 495 4952.. dlemieux@ontera.net 
 

Membership  -  Chris Cassidy 

  705 472 8547 .. joancassidy70@hotmail.com 
 

Newsletter / Website  -  Derek Stott 

 705 474 0964  ..  dstott@ontera.net 
 

Pension / Retirement  -  Susan Priebe 

  705 476 5717 .. susanpriebe@yahoo.ca 
 

Political Advocacy  -  Sharon Walker 

  705 497 3368 ..  pwalker9@cogeco.ca 
 

Contact Team  -  Stephanie Roy 

  705 495 0891 .. roys@fibreop.ca  
 or ...rtomembers43@gmail.com 

 

Travel  -  Murray Neil 

  705 472 1547 .. murray.neil@hotmail.com 
 

 Member - at - Large  -  Marg Louko  

 705 472 9417 .. mlouko@icloud.com 
 

Member - at - Large  -  Karin Mantha  

 705 472 7569 .. manthakarin59@gmail.com 
  

  

Forward 43  is published 4 
times a year (February, April, 
August and November).  If you 
received this newsletter by 
“snail mail”,  but wish to get 

future editions by  e-mail,  
         please send your address to:   
                  dstott@ontera.net.    

Articles of general interest to our  
members may be e-mailed to the  

address  above - or mailed  to 
 

  Derek Stott, Newsletter Editor  
117 Nottingham Drive  

North Bay  ON   P1C 1K4  

 The Goodwill Chair plays a very 
important role within a District.   
A wide variety of acts of Caring, 
Compassion and Celebration is 
performed and varies from Dis-
trict to District.  
   
Sources of  obtaining personal 
member  information also varies.   
Because of the Ontario Privacy   
guidelines it is not easy to obtain 
personal information about a 
member and presently District 43 
is no longer  provided with 
birthdates, from RTO.    The 
Goodwill Chair  must depend on 
local contacts and encourages  
and reminds district  members  to 
pass along names of anyone who  
is in need of assistance, a card to 
cheer them up, anyone  hospital-
ized,  or anyone being transferred 
to an in-care facility.     The local 
newspaper is an excellent source 
when notification of a  member  
has died and the name and resi-
dence of the next of kin is men-
tioned.  
 

The District 43 Contact Commit-
tee keeps  in contact with mem-
bers when calls are made to at-
tend a luncheon  and  these 
names are then forwarded to the 
Goodwill Chair with up-to-date 
information regarding health is-
sues  or their present wherea-
bouts. 
 

Birthday wishes are sent monthly  
to anyone age 80 and over.   
Thinking of you  and sympathy 
cards  are also sent, when ad-

vised, to members, whether Full  
or  Associate.     In previous 
years   Valentine Day cards were 
prepared and delivered to any 
shut-in,  in the local vicinity,  
along with a box of chocolates; 
while during the Christmas Sea-
son deliveries of a poinsettia 
plant and a Christmas card were 
personally delivered. 

In case of a death of a Full or As-
sociate Member a sympathy card 
is sent to the next of kin and a  
small donation is made to a char-
ity of the family’s choice. 
 

Personal contact is always con-
sidered the best kind of Goodwill 
that can be offered to our col-
leagues. This should not be un-
dertaken by any one member but 
by  all members of the district 
and all members  should make a 
conscientious effort to look out 
and care for others. 

Club 45 is holding a dinner dance on Saturday, Febru-
ary 28 at  the Best Western.  Music by Twilight.  Tickets availa-
ble at Deegan's Shoe Store until noon, February 24.  For more  
information call Ralph 705-472-8560 or Julie 705-752-3185. 

District 43 Goodwill Committee 
submitted by May Seguin, District 43  Good Will Convenor 
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are you on the move ? 
  If you change your address, telephone number - or even change districts,  

youmust notify Dianne Vezeau at the RTO/ERO Provincial Office   
 

(416) 962-9463  or  1-800-361-9888  Ex 223    
 or e-mail: dvezeau@rto-ero.org 

 

The Provincial Office maintains the address database for each district.   
They need to know any changes so that you will continue 

 to receive all RTO/ERO mailings! 

Volume 13  

Issue  4  

 

NOVEMBER  

2014  

42879014  

Volume 14  
Issue 1  

~~~~ 

FEBRUARY   
2015  

THE TRINITY ARTS PRESENTS ... 

KING LEAR by William Shakespeare ~ Starring David Fox  ~ Adapted & Directed by Rod Carley 

  
April 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, 25 -7:30 p.m.&  April 19, 26  -  2:00 p.m. Trinity United Church  (North Bay)   

$30.00 – Adults/Seniors $15.00 – Students 
 

Mail to: Trinity United Church,  KING LEAR,  111McIntyre St. E., North Bay, ON P1B 1C5 
… or call the KING LEAR hotline at 705-494-9673 for more information and to reserve tickets. 

mailto:dvezeau@rto-ero.org

